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Church Schedule: 
SUNDAY 

1st Service —8:00 AM  
Sunday School — 9:30 AM 
2nd Service —10:30 AM  

Worship Center 
Nursery and Children’s 

Church available 

WEDNESDAY 
AWANA—6:15 PM 

Sanctuary 
Youth—6:30 PM 
Upstairs Youth Hall 

Refresh — 6:30 PM 
Dining Room 
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Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 

Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Phone: (601)737-8331 



Reflections 
Caleb Hughes 

Lead Pastor 
 

 
The Race Together 

. 

2026 Issue V   

Last weekend was the world-renowned running of the Kentucky Derby. That may 
not mean much to most of us, but you do not have to be a horse racing 
enthusiast to appreciate the ending of this particular race…or what happened 
after the race.  
 
In a stunning turn of events, the eventual race winner, who was sitting in last 
place mid-way through the competition, surged through the pack. As he steadily 
passed opponents, he finally reached 2nd position, trailing only one competitor, 
which battled to preserve the marginal lead. In a suspenseful finish, he overtook 
the final obstacle, taking 1st place, edging out the 2nd place finisher by mere 
centimeters. From last to first! On its own, that would be enough to make the 
headlines (and it was). But this is what added to the excitement: 
 
1st place jockey: Jose Ortiz (left) 
2nd place jockey: Irad Ortiz Jr. (right) 
 
Brothers.  
 
At the conclusion of the race, the owner of the 2nd place horse approached his 
jockey Irad Ortiz Jr., wrapped his proud, encouraging arms around him and 
said, “If you’re ever going to lose, you lose to your brother. Family won today.”  
 
The image of a sibling raising the arm of another is truly the picture of the gospel 
that has been on my mind these days. We are God’s church, spiritual siblings, 
running the race of the Christian life together, longing for the day we receive the 
crown of life that belongs to those who have conquered in Jesus’ name. We run 
the race individually, but not only individually. We run the race with one another. 
As we build up one another, we do it to the end that others also would run their 
race with endurance to win the prize.  
 
One difference between our race and the Kentucky Derby is that none of us 
have to lose our race; we are all victors, not because of our fight or grit or 
training, but because Jesus conquered every opponent on his way to the 
resurrection victory circle.  
 
And on the day of our victory, family wins.  
                                                                             

 


