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Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Phone:  (601)737-8331 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 



Caleb Hughes 
Lead Pastor  

A Father’s Love and Discipline 

I’ve been told by many people (especially my bride!) that I say many words without saying any 
words at all, because of the faces I make! If something funny happens, but you don’t want to 
laugh, then don’t make eye contact with me! Growing up, when my siblings would get in  
trouble, I’d have to hide my face so I didn’t get in trouble too. SomeƟmes when I’m reading 
my Bible, I find myself making faces as if I’m a fly on the wall in the same room as the situaƟon 
I’m reading about. 
 
In Jeremiah 5, the prophet Jeremiah is speaking the words of God to a wantonly arrogant and 
disobedient people—God’s people. They had rejected the God who loved them unwaveringly, 
and instead had turned to false gods who had no power or love in them at all. Despite God’s 
ongoing warnings of discipline, the climax of this rejecƟon is in verse 12: 
 
“They have spoken falsely of the Lord and have said, ‘He will do nothing; no disaster will come 
upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine.” 
 
My paraphrase of the above is that they said God was full of it; He was bluffing. Can you    
imagine the righteous anger, the burning wrath, the sadness, and the disappointment of the 
Father?  
 
The result was discipline. God would send a foreign naƟon to take them into capƟvity—a 
seventy-year severe “Ɵme out” to make them think about what they had done, and           
specifically the hurt that they had brought to their Father. The aim: not destrucƟon, but re-
pentance.  
 
As a fly on the wall, I read this passage with wide-eyed “Ooooo” and “You’re in trouble 
now.” The tone of my heart is that I cannot believe people could be so dismissive of God. 
But then it hits me: isn’t that what we do every day? In response to God’s love and what he 
says about how much he hates sin, we cross the line as if to say, “I know what he says, he 
will do nothing; no disaster will come upon us.” It may not be verbaƟm Jeremiah 5:12, but 
it’s in the same realm!  
 
All of that said, there is one more thing we can idenƟfy with when it comes to God’s discipline 
toward us. A few verses later, as the Father is outlining how he will discipline his people, God 
says this in verse 18: 
 
“But even in those days, declares the Lord, I will not make a full end to you.”  
 
You and I will constantly (and thankfully) be corrected by God; someƟmes, it may be painful. 
But if we are in Christ, we will never bear the full brunt of His wrath. Why? Because Jesus 
already did that.  
 
Instead of making a “full end” to you and me, He made a full end to our sin, and that makes 
me do more than just make faces! He’s worthy of every word of praise we could ever uƩer.  
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