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Sunday School — 9:00 AM 
Morning Worship — 10:00 

AM 
Worship Center 

Nursery and Children’s 
Church available 

WEDNESDAY 
Summer JAM—

6:30 PM 
Sanctuary 

Youth—6:30 PM 
Upstairs Youth Hall 

Refresh — 6:30 PM 
Dining Room 
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Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 

Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 
Phone: (601)737-8331 
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Whether Lions or Fire 
. 

2025 Issue V   

The book of Daniel begins with a dark tone. God’s people had been carried 
into captivity by an evil people and an evil king—Babylon’s 
Nebuchadnezzar. The wonderful vessels that represented God’s glory in 
God’s temple had been taken and placed in the treasury dedicated to pagan 
gods. Even more precious were the people of God, young men who Babylon 
would attempt to indoctrinate and “turn” to become Babylonian young men. 
Among them were Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  
 
This attempted indoctrination would require three-years of intense 
instruction. It would even mean doing away with Judaean foods/drink in 
favor of a Babylonian diet; this would pose a big problem for Daniel and the 
young men, who chose to honor God’s food laws. What would they do? We 
don’t have to look long to see God’s hand at work when Daniel’s back is up 
against the wall. 
 
Daniel 1:8–9 — 8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with 
the king’s food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore, he asked the chief 
of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave Daniel 
favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs… 
 
What results is that an exception is made by Babylonian leadership for the 
four young men to have a different, lower caloric diet. Yet even with a lesser 
diet, God blesses the men with greater strength and energy than those who 
assimilated.  
 
Daniel and the boys chose to honor God and trust God with the outcome. 
God honored their obedience, even when it was not the path of least 
resistance.  
 
God doesn’t call you and me to ease. He calls us to obedience. He doesn’t 
call us to assimilation to the culture. He calls us to holiness (set apart-ness). 
And just like in Daniel 1, God honors the obedience of his people.  
 
It is still important to note that this obedience would eventually lead to a 
lion’s den for Daniel and a fiery furnace for the other three young men, but 
most importantly, we see that in spite of it all, whether lions or fire await his 
people, God goes with them there too. And he goes with you.  
 
Will you trust God with your obedience no matter where it leads?  
 
 


