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SUNDAY 
Sunday School — 9:00 AM 
Morning Worship  — 10:00 

AM 
Worship Center  

 Nursery and Children’s 
Church available 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
AWANA—6:30 PM  

 Sanctuary 
Youth—6:30 PM 

Upstairs Youth Hall 
Refresh — 6:30 PM 

Dining Room 
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Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Phone:  (601)737-8331 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 



Caleb Hughes 
Lead Pastor  

God the Great 

When the prophet Isaiah wrote his 66 chapter plea to God’s people to repent and find salvaƟon, he 
was wriƟng to those who would be taken and held as capƟves in an empire called Persia. They were 
exiled due to their rebellion against God from the home that God had given them.  
 
Persia was the largest empire in the world and the emperor was a man named Cyrus the Great, the 
most powerful man in the world (for the history books to include “the Great” aŌer your name is 
some feat!). That being said, as “great” as Cyrus was, he was not greater than the God is Israel. 
Isaiah 45 begins with an amazing statement about Cyrus’s (and Persia’s) hand in God’s overarching 
plan to discipline (and save) his people. 
 
Isaiah 45:1 — “Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to 
subdue naƟons before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may 
not be closed.” 
 
I recall on numerous occasions when our children were in the “terrible twos” of toddlerhood, they 
would have a fit and throw something (say a Goldfish snack) out of anger, causing pieces to go  
everywhere. Sternly, Brooke or myself would say, “Go pick every one of those up.” They would cross 
their arms, fight our will, use all of their might to rebel against our instrucƟon. They would refuse to 
pick it up. Just when they thought their will and might prevailed, Brooke or myself would literally 
take them by the hand and, as they fought tooth and nail, make their hand do what we asked them 
to do, pick up every single piece to compleƟon. 
 
This is the image I have in my head when I read the above verse. Though the analogy isn’t perfect, 
what we see is that the godless king of Persia was God’s “anointed” (his hand-selected). The right 
hand that subdued kings and naƟons was in the more powerful right hand—God’s—to accomplish 
his purposes.  
 
There is a lot to take from this liƩle verse, but I want to leave you with this to consider: the very 
thing that brought hurt, discipline, concern, confusion, etc. in the lives of God’s people was an 
anointed instrument of God to bring about his purposes—the repentance and salvaƟon of His   
people.  
 
God’s plans may at Ɵmes mean temporary pain, but if God could use the most powerful man on 
earth to teach and guide his people, I assure you that the variables in your life are in God’s hands to 
teach and guide you as well.  
 
Isn’t God the Great?  
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