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Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Phone:  (601)737-8331 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES 



Caleb Hughes 
Lead Pastor  

The Guiding Principles of the Heart 
When we say someone is “acƟng on convicƟon,” what we tend to mean is that they are 
guided by a deep set of guiding principles (no maƩer what consequences or outside 
influences may potenƟally sway). 
 
As believers, God and His Word are to be the source of our deepest convicƟons—our 
guiding principles. There are many biblical examples that we can look toward. One of my 
favorites is a pagan fortune-teller named Balaam. Typically when you hear that name, 
the first biblical story that comes to mind is a talking donkey (No, really, look it up in 
Num. 22:22-41!). But there is another story in Balaam’s life that is less visited but 
shouldn’t be lost on us!  
 
In Numbers 24, Balak, King of Moab, summons the pagan prophet Balaam to come speak 
a word of blessing over his kingdom. Balak even says that he knows that whomever  
Balaam blesses is blessed and whomever Balaam curses is cursed (Num. 22:6). That 
means you could take it to the bank! Balak wanted Balaam’s blessing to secure a military 
victory over Israel.  
 
The long story short is that God tells Balaam to only tell Balak the very things he hears 
from the living God. AŌer Balaam agrees, he gives Balak the bad news: Moab, not Israel, 
would suffer defeat. AŌer a few “back-and-forths” in which Balak demands a blessing 
rather than a curse, Balaam gives us our principled message: 
 
Numbers 23:11–12 — 11 And Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me? I took 
you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have done nothing but bless them.” 12 And he 
answered and said, “Must I not take care to speak what the Lord puts in my mouth?” 
 
Numbers 23:26 — 26 But Balaam answered Balak, “Did I not tell you, ‘All that the Lord 
says, that I must do’?” 
 
Today, you will be prompted to speak, act, and feel in one of two ways: in a way that 
brings honor to self or in a way that brings honor to the Lord. Your acƟons are a stream 
that flow from the spring of your heart. What guiding principles are in your heart? 
 
My prayer for you today is that you would be able to respond to those prompts the way 
Balaam did: All that the Lord says, I must do. 
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